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kswann@umsystem.edu Nyx Kinship Overview A relationship is a dyadic, or twoperson, relationship between a male and a female. Dyadic relationships, including
marriage, are usually indicated by two words describing the relationship, such as
“husband” and “wife” or “parent” and “child.” In Kinship, two items are necessary
to complete a relationship. The first item is two people, one male and one female.
Thus, the symbol for a kinship relationship in the kinship tree is a U. The second
item is the symbol representing the bond that couples share and indicates their
biological relatedness. Thus, in order to describe a kinship relationship in the
kinship tree, one simply places the two items in the tree where they belong. For
example, to indicate that Jack and Jill are siblings would look like this: Alternatively,
a kinship can be portrayed as an entry in a paper-and-pencil tree drawing, like this:
The two drawings above are equivalent. In a kinship tree, it is possible to draw a
line between two individuals to indicate that they are related, either through a
vertical line (i.e. unconnected) or a diagonal line (i.e. bi-directional). In

4/4
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

